ADOPTED - JUNE 28, 2022

AGENDA ITEM NO. 12

Introduced by the County Services Committee of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION OPPOSING MICHIGAN HOUSE BILLS 4729, 4730, 4731, AND 4732

RESOLUTION #22 – 307

WHEREAS, Zillow, a for-profit corporation is lobbying the Michigan Legislature to pass legislation that undermines the integrity of Register of Deeds and County Treasurer offices across the State of Michigan; and
WHEREAS, the legislation would require those offices to provide copies of official records maintained by those offices at a significant discount or, in some instances, free of charge, thus requiring Ingham County taxpayers to subsidize out-of-state for-profit corporation; and
WHEREAS, if these bills become law Zillow and other similar corporations will be able to demand the manner in which Register of Deeds and Treasurer offices must provide copies of official records; and
WHEREAS, passage of these bills would result in a reduction of revenues collected by the Register of Deeds and Treasurer’s offices, negatively impacting the County’s general fund; and
WHEREAS, Ingham County may need to explore increasing fees charged to other service users or reducing services provided to taxpayers and land owners as a result of this loss of revenue; and
WHEREAS, the Michigan Association of Counties, Michigan Association of County Treasurers, Michigan Association of Register of Deeds, Michigan Association of County Clerks, and the Michigan Municipal League are united in opposing House Bills 4729, 4730, 4731, and 4732.
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners opposes Michigan House Bills 4729, 4730, 4731, and 4732 in any form that imposes on taxpayers the cost of maintain and providing public records for the benefit of for-profit corporations.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution be sent to Governor Gretchen Whitmer, the Speaker of the Michigan House of Representatives, the Majority Leader of the Michigan Senate, and all members of the Michigan Senate and House of Representatives representing Ingham County.

COUNTY SERVICES:  Yeas:  Sebolt, Grebner, Celentino, Peña, Maiville, Naeyaert

          Nays:  None     Absent:  Stivers     Approved  06/21/2022

